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The Hazelnuts Felt Bunny

This pattern is my attempt to recreate two felt bunnies my brother and I were given
back in the early 1970s.  Apparently my grandmother also used to make similar 
bunnies in the 1950s in New Zealand, so I was keen to resurrect this pattern and make 
it available to others.  The pattern and this tutorial are protected by a Creative 
Commons Licence, details can be found at the end of this document and on my 
website.

MATERIALS

• One piece of darker felt approximately 25cm (10”) wide and 23cm (9”) high for 
main body.

• One piece of lighter felt approximately 15cm (6”) by 18cm (7 “) for tummy 
and inner ears.

• Embroidery thread
• Stuffing
• Thick yarn for pompom tail 

CONSTRUCTION STEPS

1. Print out the pattern. It’s designed for A4 paper size.  Make sure your printer
isn’t scaling it to fit the paper and that the square on the pattern measures 1cm 
square (just over 3/8”)
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2. Cut out the following pieces (I find it easiest to trace around the pattern pieces 
and then cut):
Darker felt

2x Body
1x Head gusset
2x Ears

Lighter felt
1x Tummy cut on
fold (or retrace with
two halves together
to form new pattern
piece)
2x Ears 

The more accurate you are at cutting, the better the bunny will fit together.  If 
the pieces deviate during stitching, just trim any excess away to get a good 
match between pieces.

If you want extra embellishments on the bunny (see last step for one idea), do 
this now before sewing it up.

3. The cross stitch will hold the two pieces 
together securely, although the distance
you set it back from the edges will depend
on how sturdy your felt is. Pure wool felt is 
less likely to rip out than a blended or 
purely synthetic felt, so judge accordingly.
For this demo rabbit, I’ve used pure wool 
felt and the stitches are generally 2mm 
from the edge (just over 1/16”) and 3-4mm
wide (approx. 1/8”).  I do half the cross all 
the way up one side…
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…and then complete it by stitching back the way I’ve come.  I find this helps
me keep the stitches evenly spaced.  Use three strands of standard six strand
embroidery floss.  I try and select a colour that is a shade or two off the lighter
tummy colour and that also tones well with the darker body, in this case a 
peachy pink.
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4. Begin by stitching the darker body pieces to the lighter tummy, one side at a 
time.

5. Stitch the two body pieces together at centre back from the bottom, ending at 
the point marked on the pattern for the stuffing gap (see photo on right below).

6. Then attach the head gusset beginning at the insertion point (A) marked on the
pattern. In this example I started on the left side but it doesn’t really matter.
Begin at Point A and stitch half crosses all the way to the end of the gusset piece 
and then return (steps 1 & 2).  When you get back to Point A keep going down
towards the top point of the tummy and then back up (steps 3 & 4).  Stitch up 
the other side of the gusset and then back again (steps 5 & 6).

For steps 5 & 6 continue past the head gusset to the top point of the stuffing
gap, sewing the two body pieces together at centre back.  See photo below.
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7. Place the dark and light ears 
together and cross-stitch around
the edges, leaving the bottom 
free.  Fold the ear in half
lengthwise with light felt inside.
Using sewing machine thread that
matches the darker body felt, 
whip stitch the cross-stitched edge
at the base up to the dashed line
on the pattern (1cm), as well as 
the bottom edge.  Make sure that
the outer felt is level with, or 
slightly longer than, the inner so 
that it’s not sticking out when you 
sew the ears on.  For example, I 
trimmed off the excess white at 
the bottom of the left ear.
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8. With your fingers, gently pull the felt apart on either side of all the seams to 
flatten them out.  You can also press the seams between your fingers.  The
seams will inevitably be ridge-like initially, but as the bunny is played with,
squashed, and generally loved, they will work themselves flatter and flatter.

9. Stuff the bunny firmly with your choice of 
fill.  Be careful not to stretch out the felt 
around the gap as you stuff.  I’ve always 
used polyester fibrefill, but I suspect that
wool rovings would be ideal in achieving a 
firm stuff.  Pay particular attention to 
getting the paws and legs full.  The initial
firmness is essential because as the seams 
flatten out and give a bit the bunny will 
soften up.  Sew up the stuffing gap, 
matching the stitches to those already there
for a seamless look.

10. Attach the ears on
using the same thread
you sewed them with
in Step 6.  I position
them so the ear’s 
folded area ends at 
the head side seam so 
I can attach them
really firmly at this
point.  The rest of the
ear is whip-stitched
through the head felt 
and some of the
stuffing if I can catch
it (for added stability).
The actual ear 
position is up to you –
this is where your 
bunny starts to 
express its personality!
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11. Cut out eyes from scraps of felt, I’ve used pure 
white and black.  I used a regular hole punch
for the black and cut the white slightly larger.
Sew the black pupil on to the white, ad then
both onto the bunny.  Again, the eye 
placement is up to you, where you put them
really gives the bunny its character so play 
around for awhile to get them just right.

12. Embroider on nose and
whiskers.  I’ve used the same 
embroidery floss I did to sew up 
the bunny.  The nose is a simple 
satin stitch over the V formed by 
the head gusset and body 
pieces.  To do the whiskers
make a small knot at the end of 
a good length of floss and insert
the needle into the seam near
the nose, pushing it between the
two layers of felt and out at the
beginning of the first whisker.
With a bit of gentle pulling the
knot should pull through, get 
caught in the stuffing and hold
firm.  Sew the whiskers as 
desired.  On the last whisker,
determine the desired length
and tie a small knot in the floss 
just fractionally past that point.  Insert the needle at the whisker endpoint and
down into the stuffing, emerging from the felt a distance away.  Gently pull on
the floss until the knot pops through the felt.  Keeping tension on the floss, trim 
it close to the surface 
and it will slip back beneath the felt.

13. Make pompom for tail. I’ve included the template for the tail on this bunny, but 
it is a big one, so if you want a less luxurious version, adjust accordingly.  If you 
weren’t a kid like me who made, what from memory seems to have been
endless numbers of pompoms (Why? What for? Where did they go? It’s a 
mystery), I suggest this little tutorial over at Kid Craft Central. http://www.kid-
craft-central.com/pom-poms.html.  If you were like me don’t worry, it’s like 
riding a bike and it’ll come back as you go!  Leave long tails on the wool you 
use to tie it off with so you can attach it easily to the bunny.
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14. Attach the tail to the bunny butt.
The tail is not only bunny’s
pride and joy, it helps to keep it
sitting up straight, so needs to 
be in the right spot to stop 
bunbun keeling over backwards 
or tipping forwards.  That
position will depend on your 
individual bunny and the
pompom size.  Once you’ve got 
that sorted thread a needle on to 
one of the long tails of the
pompom and push it through
from one side of the central
seam to the other.  How far out 
from the seam you start really 
depends on the size of the tail, 
but you want to make sure 
you’ve got a decent amount of 
felt and stuffing included, but 
not so much that when you pull 

tight the felt puckers. Do the same for the other long tail, putting it through just 
above or below the first one.  Tighten until the pompom is firmly against the
bunny and tie the two tails together with a granny knot or two, and trim the
ends.

Congratulations! You’ve finished your bunny!

15. Extra embellishments

One of the original bunnies had felt flowers appliquéd on its back, reproduced 
here on another bunny I did.



http://www.hazelnutgirl.blogspot.com/

9

I cut the petals and flowers freehand, you can see the various shapes and embroidery in
these photos.  The single flower in the middle was attached all the way around with
blanket stitch, with a stem stitch stem and satin stitch centre. The multi-petalled flower 
on the right had petals held down at the base with a triangle of straight stitches and
French knots in the centre. The leaf was done the same as the petals.  The other type of 
flower, seen only on the top of the left photo and on the bunny above were cut from 
one piece of felt and had a few straight stitches in the middle to hold them down.

Final note: If you don’t feel like all this hand sewing, the pattern would also work well if 
you added a seam allowance to all the pieces and used a sewing machine. Use fabrics
such as sturdy quilting cottons, and clip the curves religiously.

Please share a photo or two of your finished bunny at 
http://www.flickr.com/groups/hazelnuts_felt_bunny/

I’d love to see what you come up with.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share
Alike 3.0 New Zealand License. To view a copy of this license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/nz/ or send a letter to Creative 
Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.

To paraphrase the CC explanation: This licence lets others remix, tweak, and build 
upon my work non-commercially, as long as they credit me and license their new

creations under the identical terms. All new work based on mine will carry the same 
licence, so any derivatives will also be non-commercial in nature.



le
av

e 
o

p
en

 fo
r s

tu
ff

in
g

Body

A

Cut 2 from
darker felt

http://www.hazelnutgirl.blogspot.com/



Ear

Cut 1 from
darker felt

Head
Gusset Tummy

Fo
ld

1 cm

Pompom
tail

Cut 2 on fold
from lighter felt

Cut 2 from
darker felt

Cut 2 from
lighter felt

http://www.hazelnutgirl.blogspot.com/



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 2.40
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 2.40
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 2.40
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 2.40
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '150 dpi'] [Based on '150 dpi'] [Based on '[High Quality Print]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


